
First time in a place like home… 17 years ago at AIT 

 

April 1991 was a memorable period of my life when I have to travel abroad for the 
first time to pursue a postgraduate program in Urban Planning.  I was fortunate to 
be accepted at the Institute under a scholarship grant from CIDA. It was not easy to 
leave my home country and be a stranger in a Buddhist nation. Having a positive 
attitude towards learning, it was not really complicated to be exposed in a Thai 
culture.  

My AIT life was never been dull considering that I did a lot of things that improved 
my personality as well as my spiritual wellbeing. Aside from my academic 
responsibilities as a full time student, I was also an active member in various 
students' body organisations. And because of this involvement, I had the 
opportunity to meet Her Majesty the Queen Sirikit (as shown in the photo below) 
during the environmental awarding ceremony, including Her Royal Highness 
Princess Chulabhorn in one of the cultural shows organised by the Student Union 
(SU). It was a memorable moment to meet the Queen of Thailand and to receive a 
certificate for the annual scholarship grants on behalf of the incoming Filipino 
students to the Institute.  
 
After my 20-months Master's program, I was employed by the Institute through the 
Continuing Education Centre (CEC) as a Program Associate which offered me 
invaluable exposure to broaden my understanding on environmental protection and 
conservation, and human resource development; consequently a major influence in 
my present professional career. Some of the milestones in my learning-working life 
at AIT: 

• first time to play golf (first hole near the swimming pool) 
• first time to join swimming and volleyball competitions  
• first time to be a stage actor in cultural shows 
• first time to be a church choir member and a cheer member  
• first time to sing in public without any accompaniment  
• first time to be an emcee in formal gatherings 
• first time to ride a train, a 'tuktuk' and an elephant  
• first time to hear a cow-sound like coming from a frog  
• first time to visit a 'red' district (Patpong), and  
• first time to have a Thai girlfriend! 

Time flies fast and I already visited AIT for several times after I left Bangkok in 
1994. Overall, my two-and-a-half year's residency in Thailand provided me the 
opportunity to explore the country – from Chatuchak to MBK, and from Chang-mai 
to Pattaya. It was great and wonderful experience travelling while learning in a 
place like home – AIT.  
 
 
 

 



 
Her Majesty the Queen Sirikit and I. Taken  
during the Environment Week, AIT Center 

 
 
 

 
Twenty-one grantees from the Philippines, May term 1991.  

Taken during the Welcome Show, AIT Center 
 
 
 

 
 



 
One of the special occasions at the residence of the former VP,  

Ricardo Pama 
 

 
 

 
Happy moments with my Filipino batchmates at the former 

party venue inside AIT, Korea House 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Having a night-out dinner at the Summer Pinehurst  

Golf and Country Club, Pathumthani 
 
 
 

 
Our celebration during the graduation, 

Decebember 1992, AIT Center 
 
 
 
 


